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Forthcoming guidance
• Natural heritage assessment of 

small scale wind energy projects 
which do not require formal EIA

• Designing wind farms in the 
landscape

• Revision of cumulative effects 
guidance





Strategic Locational 
Guidance

• Regular update of protected sites 

• New bird data from RSPB 

SPP6 (para 3 Annex A) ‘ Planning Authorities should identify 
and protect areas designated for their international and 
national heritage value in their development plans’
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connectivity
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Non designated 
interests

• Non designated landscapes –
landscape character (Pan 60 para 23)

• Long distance walking / cycling 
routes (PAN 60 para 35)

Our natural heritage is not confined to the various designated areas 
described above but is found throughout the countryside, in coastal 
areas and in many urban locations. Species protected under the 
1981 Act or European Directives or identified as priorities in the UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan may be found in many places not notified as 
SSSIs. NPPG 14 para 46



Wind farm footprint map

• Work in progress

• Wind farm applications, consented 
and installed

• Publication March 2008

• Quarterly update

• Available on SNH website







Cluster and space

• How can we ensure that windfarms
do not dominate the entire 
landscape ?

• Can spacing help to tackle 
cumulative effects ?

• How to prevent ‘continuous’
windfarms ?

• Accomodating very large windfarms
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Landscape objectives:
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Identifying areas ‘at 
capacity’

‘Consideration may need to be given to whether, in 
some instances, such limits have already have been 
reached and, if this is the case, planning authorities 
should use spatial policies to identify the extent of those 
areas which will be afforded significant protection from 
further development.’ SPP6 Annex A

• How can these areas be identified ?

• Look at PLI outcomes

• Landscape capacity studies





Landscape capacity 
studies

‘capacity studies may assist by identifying the 
sensitivity of areas of differing landscape 
character to windfarm development and 
indicating the capacity for each area to 
accommodate certain types or scales of 
development.’ SNH 2005



Single turbines and 
small clusters

• Large single turbines can have a 
significant impact, especially in 
lowland landscapes

• Single turbines and small clusters 
can also have a cumulative impact

• Consider those landscapes where 
applications are likely


